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Thank you for supporting our
community.

We cannot do it without you!
Donate to Support Amigos' Work

 

Upcoming Events:

Red Rum First Nations Motorcycle Club - Ride to Benefit Amigos
October 28th, Details TBD

St. Nicholas Scholarship Event
December 2nd, 6pm, Details TBD

 

Bright Days Ahead: Summer Under the Sun

Our Amiguit@s had a great time at the Exploratorium this summer! 

July 28th marked the end of another successful year of our Summer Under the Sun
Program! Kids from kindergarten to the eighth grade were able to practice their Literacy,

Math, Science, Social-emotional, and Social Studies skills while learning about Water and
the great importance of it. Students were also able to attend field trips to both the San

Francisco Exploratorium, and Mayfair’s Community Center pool. At the end of the program,
our community donated all sorts of items, from shoes to school supplies, so that students in

the program could pick out different items that they needed.

Amigos Awards 51 Scholarships

Amigos welcomes its 2023 scholarship recipients!

One of Amigos de Guadalupe’s biggest values is education, and Amigos wants to make it
easier for its community members to seek higher education. On June 15, 2023, our annual

Scholarship Mass was held at St. Francis of Assisi Church to celebrate this year’s
scholarship recipients. This year, Amigos was able to provide scholarships to 51 students!

During the mass, all scholarship recipients spoke about their hopes and dreams and shared
a special item, from bracelets to medals, that represent their educational journey. Previous

scholarship recipients who have now graduated from college gave testimonies of the
challenges first-generation [college] students face but aren’t impossible to conquer. It was a

very emotional,  empowering ceremony for students, family members, community
members, and staff. 

No More Sleeping With the Steering Wheel

Prior to joining Amigos’ Safe Park program– "Jimmy" moved to California to be closer to his
mother and has been living in his car for the past five years. After four months at Safe Park,

Jimmy was able to apply for a studio apartment. Amigos de Guadalupe was able to help
him with the deposit and first month's rent, and just one month later, Jimmy was able to

move into the unit. Jimmy later reached out to those who helped him at Amigos and shared
how he had been adjusting to living in a home instead of a car. Here is just part of what

Jimmy had to share: “I acquired an air mattress which is surprisingly a lot more comfortable
than a car seat. I wasn't expecting that...Thank you!... I just thought I’d check in with you

and let you know that I’m adjusting fine…”

Creating Memories at the Hampton Inn
 

Celebrating a fourth birthday -- bringing everyone closer together.
 

In May, the staff at our Hampton Inn Family Hotel program had a
special opportunity to let their passion for their families and for

building community to shine through!  When one of our Hampton
Inn guests shared with the Amigos team that her three year old
grandson, who lives with her, wanted to celebrate his birthday,
Amigos was happy to oblige! The family asked to extend the
birthday party to the entire program, and all fifty families at

Hampton Inn were invited. With pizza, party hats, games and lots
of smiles -  the community was brought closer together as it

celebrated one of its own young members.

Marching from SJ to SF for Immigrant Rights

There were blisters, sore legs, pure exhaustion, and pain.
But mostly, there was community power! 

 
From August 5th to 7th, Amigos de Guadalupe marched 50 miles over 3 days from San

Jose to San Francisco, demonstrating how far we are willing to go for immigration justice.
For the immigrant community, updating H.R 1511 and SB.2606 would be game changers in
providing a path to legal permanent residency for over 8.5 million immigrants. The marchers

– which consisted of Amigos leaders and staff as well as undocumented community
members– were sent off and welcomed by Aztec dancers. Check out pictures and video
here. This provided motivation for the journey ahead, and the marchers were inspired by

each others’ stories along the way. The March raised awareness of this important legislation
with much media attention during the 3-day walk. Everyone made it to San Francisco safely,

where the Amigos’ marchers met up with other marchers walking from Petaluma, and it
ended with a rally with hundreds of people at the Federal Building. 

 
You can learn more about the legislation here and here. And then, please call your

Congress Members and ask them to support HR 1511 and SB 2606 (and please tell your
friends and families in other states to do the same)!

Families Just Want to Feel Safe
For millions of people across the globe, seeking asylum is the path to a  more secure and
safe environment  for them and their families. Unfortunately, we are facing the reality that
many asylum seekers will have to file their applications without representation due to the
limited capacity of pro and low bono legal service providers. In response to this injustice,
Amigos de Guadalupe’s immigration team has hosted three pro se asylum information

sessions to share information about the requirements to qualify for asylum, as well as the
nuts and bolts of filing an application with the court or the asylum office.  All three of the

information sessions were well attended, and our attorneys have taken several attendees’
asylum cases on a limited-scope basis.  Our team is committed walking alongside asylum

seekers as they navigate the intricacies of the legal process for as long as the need
persists, and determined to remove any roadblocks that stand in the way of a better life.  

Misa del Barrio at the Cesar Chavez Home

To honor the 30th Anniversary of Cesar Chavez’ passing, Amigos brought the Mayfair
community together for a memorial mass at the Cesar Chavez Family Home. It was a

powerful, inspiring event to honor the hard work and sacrifice that Cesar started, and that
we continue in his honor,  to make change possible. 

 
You can watch the full mass HERE

 

Spotlight on the Amigos' Family
Our Community Member:

Jacqueline Mora

Jacqueline and her daughter with Ms. Karina, the Amigos’ Citizenship Teacher

Life in the United States can feel very unstable when you are not a citizen. At any moment,
the rules can change. Or if you are pulled over by an officer and anything is amiss - like
having too many traffic citations - instead of a ticket, you could be losing your residency.

This is what Jaqueline Mora explained when she sat down with Amigos to talk about what
becoming a citizen was like. 

 
One of Jaqueline’s fears had always been the law, and the fact that she didn’t even have
the right to her own voice anymore. Not only did Jaqueline have to live unsure of whether
she could be here today or tomorrow, she did not have access to programs like MediCAL.
She felt like a burden for wanting access to benefits and programs that provide support for
basic human needs. But it is for these reasons that Jaqueline thought it was important to

become a citizen. She didn’t want to live each day unsure anymore. 
 

Thankfully, Jaqueline used resources provided to her community to learn how to become a
citizen. She shared how grateful she was for the classes Amigos hosted every Monday and
Wednesday evening, so that she could study for her citizenship test. She also got to hear
other people’s experiences with the test, which was very helpful. The instructor would also
check in with those about to take their test, and help them book an appointment, ensuring

that test takers remained positive. 
 

When Jaqueline passed her test, it was a dream come true. She no longer feared being
uprooted from her life, and was grateful for the support of her husband, daughters, family,

and community.

Our Supporters:
Stone Church of Willow Glen

Amigos has been connected with members of Stone Church for the past several years -
working together on Rapid Response Network, the campaign for municipal voting rights for

all, and supporting newly arrived families from the Southern border.  Recently, the Stone
Church mission and justice committee shared the generous news with Amigos that their

congregation had decided to make a $50,000 donation to further support the work of
Amigos and the community we serve. We are deeply grateful for the willingness of Stone

Church to act upon their faith by serving those around them, and we look forward to
continuing to build a partnership with you all!

Our Staff:
Maria Corrales

Maria Corrales, our administrative assistant at Amigos de Guadalupe, is an amazing
woman and in the past year, she has been able to juggle getting a college degree,

becoming a citizen, and working full time - all at the same time! No wonder that she can
manage all the people, questions, and tasks that come her way on a typical day at the

Amigos’ office. 
 

Born in Sonora, Mexico, Maria first immigrated to the United States alone in 1998, and later
returned to Mexico for her kids just before 9/11. Soon, all of the borders were shut down,
and it proved incredibly challenging for Maria to return to the United States with her kids.

When they did, Maria had to do hours upon hours of grueling labor to be able to support her
family.

 
However, Maria had always wanted to learn in an academic setting. One goal that seemed
unattainable was pursuing higher education. But it wasn’t until recently that she decided to
pursue her dream. Although Maria had completed high school in Mexico, this did not count

in the US. So, she explored night classes at nearby schools to earn her GED. As she
decided what to do next in her educational journey, she spoke with counselors at San Jose
Community College who guided her and pushed her to go beyond a GED. Throughout her
academic journey, she discovered the importance of paying attention to her personal and

emotional development as well as the relevance of interpersonal relationships and how they
affect a person’s way of thinking. For this reason, she pursued psychology as her major.

Throughout college, Maria had to work many different part time jobs to support herself and
her family. She felt a lot of pressure to not only complete college, work full time while being

a single mom and also gain her US citizenship. However with the support of her family,
Maria succeeded in completing these life changing milestones for a single mother who is

also an immigrant. 
 

Today, Maria feels proud of who she is and all of her accomplishments. She hopes to be an
inspiration to her children and wants to set the example to other community members she

sees coming into the Amigos office that no matter what challenges you face, there will
always be a way to make unattainable goals possible regardless of what your immigration

status is, what language you speak or if you are a single parent.
 

Amigos is privileged and honored to have Maria be the first person who Amigos’ guests see
when they come to our office for support!

 

Thank you for believing in us
and for your continued support!

Donate to Support Amigos' Work

 

 
HUGE THANK YOU to Giselle and Ericka, 2 Amigos' Scholarship students, who helped us with this
newsletter. Future is bright with these young people, and Amigos is honored to be part of their lives. 
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On August 19th, 32 community members graduated from the Amigos' Power Academy, where
they learned how to build their community leadership skills and how to advocate for improvement

in their own community of East San Jose! Special thanks to Herff Jones Bay Area for donating
the caps and gowns for this event - everyone was proud of their accomplishments and the caps

and gowns made it even more special! 

If you have any questions, please contact sjayne@amigosdeguadalupe.org
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